
 

Australia's Beef Situation 
    

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004(f) 
(1,000 tons; Carcass Weight Equivalence (CWE))     
Beginning Stocks  43 57 26 36 38 63 37 
Production  1,989 1,956 1,988 2,049 2,089 1,954 1,950 
Imports  5 5 5 5 5 7 5 
Exports  1,268 1,270 1,338 1,398 1,365 1,261 1,300 
Consumption  712 722 645 654 704 726 672 
Ending Stocks  57 26 36 38 63 37 20 

Total beef exports are forecast to increase to 1.3 million tons in 2004 as Australia takes 
advantage of U.S. beef being shut out of Asia.  Japanese and Korean importers are likely to call 
upon Australia to supply additional beef.  While grass-fed beef does not completely substitute for 
grain-fed beef, Australia has steadily increased its grain-fed beef production from 15 percent in 
the early 1990’s to currently around 30 percent of total production.  Reduced U.S. cow slaughter 
and the continued ban on imports of Canadian cows into the United States are factors underlying 
Australia’s exports of beef to the United States for manufacturing and processing.  Australia’s 
beef production is forecast at more than 1.9 million tons, mostly unchanged from 2003.  Normal 
weather has returned to Australia, allowing producers to increase cattle inventories as they retain 
stock on improving pastures.  Live cattle exports are expected to reach 800,000 head in 2004. 
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Australia
BEEF IMPORTS

(metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Canada 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
New Zealand 2,412 2,871 2,807 1,267 1,114 916 703 203 772
United States 173 146 137 0 0 13 3 73 0
Others 30 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0
Total 2,615 3,028 2,945 1,267 1,115 928 707 276 772

US market share 7% 5% 5% 0% 0% 1% 0% 26% 0%

Frozen
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Canada 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0
Indonesia 0 0 0 73 0 0 0 0 0
New Zealand 1,116 722 491 118 199 119 206 548 1,143
United States 90 0 14 0 0 1 11 56 13
Others 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 1,214 722 504 190 199 120 217 618 1,156

US market share 7% 0% 3% 0% 0% 1% 5% 9% 1%

Processed
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Brazil 0 2 0 0 0 0 55 0 69
Croatia 59 79 49 72 85 73 37 17 39
EU-15 481 175 274 322 316 377 1 0 18
New Zealand 989 638 289 555 470 871 1,366 1,384 1,687
Papua New Guinea 0 0 89 636 0 0 0 1 0
United States 0 0 23 265 614 509 461 477 453
Others 21 43 25 43 19 43 66 20 185
Total 1,550 937 749 1,893 1,504 1,873 1,986 1,899 2,451

0
US market share 0% 0% 3% 14% 41% 27% 23% 25% 18%

Grand Total 5,379 4,687 4,198 3,350 2,818 2,921 2,910 2,793 4,379

Total US market share 5% 3% 4% 8% 22% 18% 16% 22% 11%

Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics.
Note: All data are reported in Product Weight



Australia
BEEF EXPORTS

(metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Canada 660 265 368 1,591 2,915 4,518 8,461 12,622 4,806
China 88 54 50 90 154 371 444 307 358
EU-15 4,443 5,303 6,285 7,240 8,047 5,525 5,480 6,366 1,073
Hong Kong 868 767 773 1,639 1,588 2,060 1,688 1,535 1,295
Indonesia 678 1,147 1,768 382 980 2,260 1,840 2,869 1,436
Japan 221,667 185,724 194,343 188,224 196,607 199,953 193,170 147,198 150,806
Kazakhstan 0 0 0 0 0 368 297 0 0
Malaysia 499 493 825 695 657 1,158 1,201 1,501 1,051
New Zealand 154 190 42 54 44 570 1,523 4,147 1,904
Philippines 225 350 550 705 1,038 940 1,406 2,465 994
Puerto Rico 0 0 0 15 47 87 2,678 4,102 1,249
Saudi Arabia 6 117 10 284 95 175 1,447 1,482 904
Singapore 821 533 941 1,060 1,369 1,758 1,228 1,345 1,154
South Korea 321 1,894 3,069 2,042 6,983 4,378 12,372 16,281 10,859
Taiwan 1,737 1,484 3,216 3,049 2,894 3,251 2,531 3,141 2,122
United States 1,165 1,257 1,372 5,726 13,327 19,762 36,382 37,906 36,953
Others 796 1,982 2,932 3,265 2,501 1,465 3,278 3,741 6,793
Total 234,128 201,560 216,544 216,061 239,246 248,599 275,426 247,008 223,757

Frozen
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Bulgaria 6,606 2,739 3,554 9,496 516 0 77 15 0
Bosnia-Herz. 19 0 758 1,262 1,112 1,677 62 851 86
Canada 32,297 30,061 32,626 39,341 37,964 35,890 40,431 69,755 25,286
China 2,263 1,765 2,221 2,904 2,898 1,783 1,867 3,027 3,363
EU-15 7,015 10,415 8,863 10,642 2,825 3,205 1,456 382 94
Guam 493 341 304 463 385 371 393 263 253
Fiji 734 618 734 392 373 431 177 445 202
French Polynesia 1,078 1,679 1,730 1,931 977 1,193 842 968 1,032
Hong Kong 4,547 4,153 3,092 5,603 2,383 3,115 2,820 2,524 1,185
Indonesia 9,977 16,016 23,199 1,602 11,675 13,131 11,217 16,589 15,500
Iran 0 0 0 6,416 3,893 0 0 0 0
Jamaica 0 68 72 161 276 836 549 414 251
Japan 102,390 101,755 128,321 139,572 123,239 121,858 127,545 91,285 129,240
Jordan 28 46 212 459 187 336 556 543 468
Kazakstan 0 0 0 0 0 453 1,055 0 0
Kuwait 365 919 767 1,309 510 663 1,311 1,171 4,295
Libya 598 29 666 1,384 664 1,261 168 1,225 162
Malaysia 5,904 6,073 6,901 6,275 6,600 6,782 6,979 9,568 8,613
Mauritius 96 766 614 1,187 721 652 563 394 418
Mexico 245 495 1,368 4,533 4,064 5,708 6,400 5,666 4,987
Morocco 0 0 507 492 82 43 2,244 3,966 187
New Zealand 3,749 3,633 1,977 1,886 1,756 3,610 2,527 5,721 2,672
Papua New Guinea 10,302 7,338 3,821 2,599 2,716 2,750 3,673 5,112 3,257
Philippines 15,283 20,833 27,529 20,233 20,728 14,981 18,607 12,290 9,206
Puerto Rico 82 0 0 273 124 715 1,197 2,104 1,087
Russia 3,589 2,862 12,073 21,843 701 2,175 6,641 5,029 2,216
Saudi Arabia 313 2,518 1,514 2,264 986 673 4,069 1,751 1,931
Singapore 4,939 4,824 5,873 5,273 4,684 3,292 2,528 3,210 2,180
South Africa 3,074 9,514 11,761 6,093 2,132 1,577 539 836 379
South Korea 66,055 58,387 57,257 34,230 73,745 76,280 51,599 68,526 56,743
Taiwan 29,216 22,196 32,197 31,231 32,289 26,708 26,884 31,192 29,259
Thailand 815 664 996 777 846 642 635 659 482
Trinidad & Tobago 83 395 951 1,086 630 331 517 695 276



UAE 170 1,281 706 1,726 793 1,046 1,785 1,270 746
United States 219,833 180,848 222,715 285,032 285,693 342,953 364,500 349,349 337,315
Others 5,213 19,037 12,402 16,383 15,214 3,777 4,904 6,665 5,088
Total 537,371 512,268 608,281 666,353 644,381 680,898 697,317 703,460 648,459

Processed
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
American Samoa 354 342 188 211 238 292 206 157 184
Canada 1,114 915 943 1,137 916 564 473 365 2
Japan 1,532 916 755 985 1,038 2,350 2,814 2,769 8,749
Kiribati 354 342 188 211 238 292 320 250 273
Mauritius 497 422 267 307 350 374 342 346 224
Micronesia 447 394 388 551 488 722 765 513 465
New Zealand 157 147 1,066 2,004 1,866 3,444 2,860 2,686 2,450
Philippines 678 1,151 900 296 861 738 698 136 84
Singapore 380 282 217 219 138 54 11 71 56
United States 28 30 156 429 449 463 448 566 526
Others 1,476 1,721 1,913 1,893 1,729 681 1,036 767 652
Total 7,017 6,662 6,981 8,243 8,311 9,974 9,973 8,626 13,665

Grand Total 778,516 720,490 831,806 890,657 891,938 939,471 982,716 959,094 885,881

Share to US 28% 25% 27% 33% 34% 39% 41% 40% 42%

Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics
Note: All data are reported in Product Weight


